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THE Year 7 7.4 98.67%

Year 8 8.8 94.32%

Year 9 9.7 93.75%

Year 10 10.1 98.46%

Year 11 11.10 96.67%
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SLT message from...
Mr Dawson - Assistant Headteacher
As we move into the second half of the autumn term, our Year Eleven students are preparing for their upcoming mock exams, which begin on the
tenth of November. Art and Photography will take place the week before, giving those students an early opportunity to engage with the process.
 Mock exams at NDA are an important part of how we support student progress. They give learners the chance to experience exam conditions in a
realistic setting, helping to reduce anxiety and build confidence. They also provide valuable feedback, helping students identify areas of strength and
areas that need further attention. This allows both students and teachers to focus their efforts more effectively in the lead-up to final exams.
 Preparation should now begin in earnest. Students are encouraged to create a structured revision plan, use past papers to practise under timed
conditions, and seek feedback from teachers to guide their study. Parents and carers can support by helping to establish a consistent routine,
providing a quiet space for revision, and encouraging open conversations about progress and wellbeing.
 Although these mocks are focused on Year Eleven, the principles behind them apply to all year groups. Developing good study habits, learning to
manage time effectively, and building resilience are skills that benefit every student. Self-motivation plays a key role. When learners take ownership of
their goals and find satisfaction in the learning process, they are more likely to thrive.
 At NDA, we see mock exams not just as a test, but as a tool for growth. We encourage all students to approach them with focus and determination,
and to use the experience to strengthen their confidence and readiness for the future.
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Year 7-11 Flu immunisations

Best tutor attendance this week

This week’s assembly centred on a vital topic: Mental Health and how
we can all promote emotional wellbeing. Students explored what
mental health means, how it affects our daily lives, and the
importance of looking after our minds just as much as our bodies.
The session encouraged open conversations, challenged stigma, and
offered practical strategies for staying mentally healthy - from
getting enough sleep and staying active, to talking to someone you
trust and taking breaks from social media.
 As part of our ongoing commitment to wellbeing, students were
invited to reflect on the Big Question of the Week: “How can you
support your mental health?”
 Responses ranged from:
 “I go for walks with my dog to clear my head.”
 “I write in a journal when I feel overwhelmed.”
 “I talk to my mum or my best friend when I need support.”
 “I listen to music and take deep breaths when I feel anxious.”
 It was inspiring to hear such thoughtful and personal reflections.
We’re proud of our students for engaging with this important topic
and showing empathy, courage, and self-awareness.
 Let’s keep the conversation going — mental health matters every
day.

How can you support
your mental health?



On Thursday we welcomed Year 9 students with their
parents and carers to our options evening. The
evening was very well attended, with students and
their families taking the opportunity to discuss the Key
Stage 4 courses we offer in more detail with subject
specialists. 
We also had local post-16
providers attend to discuss
next steps with our Year 9
students and offer advice. All of
this meant that the students
could make informed decisions
around the subjects they wish
to study with us in Year 10 and
11. Thank you to all those who
attended.

Res
ilient

Year 7: Faye S
Always tries her best in every lesson, with every piece of homework and is
always polite and respectful to staff and peers, a real Y7 role model.

Year Team Awards 

Re
spectful

Year 8: Jake G
Jake is a hardworking and conscientious student who is always polite and
well mannered and an absolute pleasure to have in the Year group. Well
done Jake!

Year 9: Erin F
Erin is a model student who consistently works hard and produces
fantastic work. Erin also achieved one of the highest number of merits in
the year group last week! Well done Erin!

Year 10: Maisie P
Week after week Maisie represents all that we strive for in our students.
Great attendance, positive attitude and fantastic contribution in lessons.
Maisie is polite and an absolute pleasure to have in school. Well done
Maisie! 

Year 11: Zak E
Zak is a hardworking and dedicated student who consistently
demonstrates a strong commitment to his learning. He approaches each
day with a positive attitude and a readiness to engage, especially as he
prepares for his upcoming mock exams. Zak is polite, respectful, and
consistently makes positive choices, steering clear of any negative
influences. He is a role model for his peers and an outstanding
representative of Year 11.

Great work from Y9 this week increasing their
praise by 3000 points! Y7 still our weekly winners
though. Can anyone take their crown?

Y7 - 20861
Y8 - 13489
Y9 - 16049
Y10 - 7565
Y11 - 6889

Superb work from Matthew H, Ryan D, Jay W, Faye
S, Ethan P and Ella-Mae C who have been our top
students for praise points this week. Keep up the
amazing work. 

Praise @ NDA

Attendance matters
We will often message or write to families
regarding their child's school attendance

to keep them in the loop. Often this is
simply to let you know how much learning
has been missed and what may need to
be caught up on. Often a percentage is
difficult to judge so we have set up this

table to help families understand what a
certain percent looks like in terms of lost

learning time. 



SLT Value Awards
Mr Gray: Corey D(Year 11)
Excellent attitude to learning, attendance and achievement.
His efforts are being noticed by both his year team and
subject teachers. Keep up the good work Corey. 

Mr White: Layla J (Year 8)
Layla has had a fantastic week and is one of the students
who have received the most positive points in the
Academy this week. She has produced a high standard of
work across a range of subjects, including Science, DT
and Spanish. Well done!

Mr Dawson: Madison L (Year 9)
It’s been brilliant to see Madison producing some
fantastic work lately. She’s clearly putting real thought
and effort into what she’s doing, and the results speak
for themselves. What’s especially lovely is that she’s
proud of her progress — she often pops by at lunchtime
to share what she’s been working on, and it’s great to
see that level of enthusiasm. Madison’s a polite, positive
presence around school and a great example of what
happens when you take pride in your learning. 

Mrs Middleton: Neve R (Year 7)
Amazing attitude, wonderful work and superb
manners. A pleasure to have in the classroom and
around school. 

Mrs Ogden: Logan L (Year 7)
Despite having a cast on his arm and being limited in
his ability to write in lessons, Logan comes to school
every day and gives 100% in every subject. He
completes all homework tasks and tries to ensure he
is up to date with all of his school work. Well done,
Logan!

Mrs. Brierley: Zak E (Year 11 )
Fantastic science revision cards and real effort to
improve his science grades. 

Mr Danks: Megan H (Year 11)
Megan is giving herself the best possible chance of
success with her approach and attitude in year 11. She
needs to keep this up! 



Day Clubs and room

Monday
Board Games Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Darts Club – 084 – Mr Dawson
Debate Club – Library – Miss Hood / Miss Harrison

Performing Arts Club – Theatre – Mrs Dreyer

Tuesday

Choir Club – 052 – Mrs Dreyer
Colouring For Calm: Mindfulness Club – Library – Miss

Harrison / Miss Hood 
Dungeons & Dragons Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Netball Club – Mrs McAree – Sports Hall

Wednesday
Book Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Dance Club – 040 – Mrs Dreyer
FBM Club – 344 – Mrs Graham

LGBTQ+ Club – Library – Mrs Menear / Miss Laidler

Thursday Year 9 Football Club – Sports Hall – Mr Short / Mr Wellburn

New Enrichment Clubs Launching at
Compass!

 We’re excited to announce TWO
fantastic after-school clubs starting

next week, brought to you by the
Compass SEND department:

 📝 Homework Club – Open to all
students! A quiet, supportive space
to catch up, get organised, and stay

on top of your learning.
 🧱 Lego Therapy Club – A creative
and collaborative club designed to

build social skills and confidence
through play. Sign-up only – see Mrs

Fraser to reserve your spot!
 Let’s build success together: one

brick (or book!) at a time 💪📚
#CompassClubs #SENDSupport

#LegoTherapy #HomeworkHeroes
#EnrichmentMatters

Enrichment

Spotlight on Safeguarding
This month’s spotlight on safeguarding newsletter contains

information on CCE and vaping. Check your Arbor and
email inbox for the full details. Should you require any

further information please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs
Menear or Miss Hood on the following email

d.menear@ndacademy.co.uk or l.hood@ndacademy.co.uk

mailto:d.menear@ndacademy.co.uk
mailto:l.hood@ndacademy.co.uk


Rewards Store
Cost in
points 

Sweets 100

Chocolate 
 300

Pringles 300

Basic Stationery 50

Queue Jumpers 100

Highlighters/Multi-coloured pens 100

Ticket for school performance 400

Raffle tickets 50

Escalation Level Bronze Award
and Certificate 

Silver Award
Certificate 

Gold Award
Certificate 

Platinum Award
Certificate

Number of points 1000 2000 3000 4500

Re
w

ards at NDA
How are students rewarded

at NDA across the weeks,
term and year?

Lesson by lesson - students are awarded Classcharts
points during lessons on an hourly basis for good work,

answering, reading, manners, effort etc. Students
showing outstanding work may be awarded postcards
or a golden ticket. All these points add up for rewards

store and our termly rewards.

Weekly - Attendance rewards occur weekly for assorted
students. This could be for weekly attendance, overall

attendance or improved attendance.

Half termly - Assemblies and year team events.

Termly - Rewards assemblies where students celebrate
with their whole year group on their achievements.

Students are awarded Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum
certificates and pins for their academic achievements

or attendance.



We continue to play our football fixtures, well done to all the students in both the boys teams
and the girls team. 

It has been fantastic to see so many new faces at both rugby club and netball club on a
Tuesday after school. 

The Year 10 NCFE group have started fantastically with their course, and the two classes are
battling out with their practical sport (badminton) for this half term. Again, 35 students in
attendance at extracurricular club on Monday was amazing to see. 

The girls multi sports group on a Friday is also starting to attract new members, which is
great in allowing us to prepare for upcoming competitions. 

Also worth noting that moving forward as the weather starts to get colder students should
be prepared for outdoor lessons. Kit policy is found on the school website. 

A MESSAGE FROM MR BOLAM
Sport Update‌

‘It is Our Time’

Year 11 performing arts students
will be sharing their work in a
performance on Thursday 23
October at 4pm in the main

theatre. The event will feature
dramatic performances from

plays such as Blood Brothers, DNA
and Girls Like That as well as

dances choreographed by our
own students exploring the

themes of war, feminism and
cyber bullying. 

Entrance is free of charge and the
show is expected to last an hour.



Key Contacts at North Durham Academy​
Our phone lines are often busy with inbound calls. ​

You can also use the following methods to contact key staff:

Year 8
Head of Year - Ms K Hodge

t: 01207 292180
 e: K.Hodge@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Mrs A Graham

t: 07780 431895
e: A.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 10
Head of Year - Mr J Lee

t: 01207 292180
 e: J.Lee@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms E Hanlon

t: 07535 536293
e: E.Hanlon@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 9
Head of Year - Mr A Short

t: 01207 292180
 e: A.Short@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms H Wynne

t: 07780 431905
e: H.Wynne@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 7
Head of Year - Ms T Haynes

t: 01207 292180
 e: T.Haynes@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Mr S Findlay
t: 07780 431903

e: S.FIndlay@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 11
Head of Year - Ms S Graham

t: 01207 292180
e: S.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Ms K Smith
t: 07780 431891

e: K.Smith@ndacademy.co.uk 


