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THE Year 7 7.4 97%

Year 8 8.8 96.0%

Year 9 9.1 96.88%

Year 10 10.4 89.13%

Year 11 11.6 98.96%
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SLT message from...
Mr Gray - Headteacher
An exciting half term ahead of us as we move towards the Christmas holidays. I am looking froward to what our
students can achieve this half term as improvements in behaviour and attendance all support a better learning
environment and access to lessons. 
NDAdvent will be returning at the end of this term and we look froward to our celebration assemblies where year teams
can share the success’ of your children. 
Good luck to all our Y11 pupils this week as they embark on their GCSE mock exams and begin to get a taste of what May
will feel like. 
Here’s to another record breaking half term at NDA. 

Friday 7th November, 2025
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10th November
Y11 Mocks continue

Best tutor attendance this week

This week during tutor time, students explored the Big
Question: “What is the significance of the poppy?” , a
powerful symbol of remembrance and reflection.

 Through discussion, students learned that the red
poppy represents those who have lost their lives in
conflict, inspired by the poem In Flanders Fields. They
reflected on the importance of remembering the
past, honouring the sacrifices of others, and
recognising the impact of war on individuals and
communities.

 It was inspiring to see students engage with such a
meaningful topic, showing empathy, curiosity, and
respect. Their thoughtful contributions remind us why
remembrance matters, not just in November, but all
year round.

What is the
significance of the
poppy?



On Thursday we welcomed Year 9 students with their
parents and carers to our options evening. The
evening was very well attended, with students and
their families taking the opportunity to discuss the Key
Stage 4 courses we offer in more detail with subject
specialists. 
We also had local post-16
providers attend to discuss
next steps with our Year 9
students and offer advice. All of
this meant that the students
could make informed decisions
around the subjects they wish
to study with us in Year 10 and
11. Thank you to all those who
attended.

Res
ilient

Year 7: Alexis Rose T
Outstanding during the boxing intervention sessions. So much so that she
was asked to join the second group as an example of what can be achieved
with hard work and commitment. Well done Alexis. 

Year Team Awards 

Re
spectful

Year 8: Joe D
Joe is an outstanding swimmer and has recently competed yet another
swimathon over the half term, raising money for Down's syndrome North
East and St Cuthberts Hospice. Such an achievement Joe, well done! Whilst Y7 keep their crown what an effort from Y11

on nearly doubling their weekly praise average.
Let’s see if they can make it to the top next week!

Y7 - 14276
Y8 - 11051
Y9 - 10198
Y10 - 6230
Y11 - 6296

Superb work from Jack F, Rhianna A, Taylor D,
Alexis-Rose T, Alexis E and Rosie H who have been
our top students for praise points this week. Keep
up the amazing work. 

Praise @ NDA

Year 9: Charlotte D
Outstanding attitude to learning and always giving her all. Charlotte is
always trying to be the best she can be and is demonstrating excellent
progress in her lessons. Well done Charlotte!

Year 10: Masie P
Always smiling, always positive and always giving 100%. Maisie is a
pleasured to have in Year 10 and a great role model for her peers. Well done
Maisie! 

Year 11: Leighton W
Leighton has continued to be a positive and engaged member of the year
group. He consistently takes an active role in lessons and demonstrates a
strong commitment to his studies. With an impressive attendance rate of
over 97%, Leighton is going the extra mile in preparation for his exams,
regularly completing homework and attending intervention sessions. His
dedication and enthusiasm are commendable.

Personal Development @ NDA

On Friday we Team NECA have been
delivering some advice and guidance

on gambling and gaming. Leanne
gave an insight into how to identify
gambling related harm, and how it

impacts young people. 
Leanne will be joining us throughout

the year to share awareness to with all
of the students here at North Durham

Academy.



SLT Value Awards
Mr White: Faye S (Year )
Faye has had a fantastic first 9 weeks at NDA. She is
amongst a group of students who have achieved the
most positive points this year and has 0 negatives. SHe
also has 100% ayttendance and perfect punctuality. Well
done Faye!

Mr Dawson: Ryan D  (Year )
Ryan Hits the Bullseye with Resilience as Autumn
League Nears Its Finale
 As the autumn darts league draws to a close just
before the Christmas holidays, one player stands out
for his resilience; Ryan Dover. With 13 matches played,
Ryan has battled through tough rounds to secure 11
wins and an impressive 85% win rate, earning a
league-leading 33 points. His ability to stay focused
and bounce back under pressure has been key to his
success. But with strong challengers close behind, the
big question remains: can Ryan keep his lead and
finish the season on top?

Mrs Middleton: Warren R (Year 9)
Outstanding attitude towards his learning in
Geography and across other subjects. Lovely
manners, highly respectful and always striving to
achieve more.  

Mrs. Brierley: Sakira M (Year 11 )
As Year 11 prepare for their upcoming exams, we’d like to
recognise Sakira for her exceptional effort in Science. She
has been working incredibly hard in lessons,
demonstrating real focus, curiosity, and determination to
improve. Her positive attitude and commitment to
understanding challenging topics set a wonderful example
for others. Well done, Sakira — your hard work in Science is
really shining through!

Mr Danks: Corben W (Year 10)
Corben has shown a real maturity throughout his time in
Y10. His manners when speaking to staff are incredibly
respectful and the work he is now producing, shows he is
determined to succeed in his studies.

   



Day Clubs and room

Monday
Board Games Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Darts Club – 084 – Mr Dawson
Debate Club – Library – Miss Hood / Miss Harrison

Performing Arts Club – Theatre – Mrs Dreyer

Tuesday

Choir Club – 052 – Mrs Dreyer
Colouring For Calm: Mindfulness Club – Library – Miss

Harrison / Miss Hood 
Dungeons & Dragons Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Netball Club – Mrs McAree – Sports Hall

Wednesday
Book Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Dance Club – 040 – Mrs Dreyer
FBM Club – 344 – Mrs Graham

LGBTQ+ Club – Library – Mrs Menear / Miss Laidler

Thursday Year 9 Football Club – Sports Hall – Mr Short / Mr Wellburn

This half term, our sports enrichment
programme is in full swing — with

exciting opportunities to get involved
before school, during break/lunch, and

after school. There's a club for everyone!
 Joining a sports club is a great way to

stay active, build teamwork, boost
confidence, and have fun with friends.
You don’t need to be an expert — just

bring your energy and a positive
attitude!

 Check the enrichment timetable for full
details and speak to the PE team if you’d
like to get involved. Let’s make this term

our most active yet!

Enrichment

EXTRA CURICULAR
P.E‌



Lest we Forget
Throughout this week students in tutor
time and Art lessons have been
creating their poppy tributes ready for
Remembrance day next Tuesday. Our
balconies have been decorated with
these Poppies as a tribute to all those
who have served. 
A selection of Poppies were used to
create our Remembrance Wreath
which we laid at the Stanley Beacon
Ceremony on Remembrance Sunday.
Our whole school service will take
place on Tuesday and be streamed
live to all students in school.





Key Contacts at North Durham Academy​
Our phone lines are often busy with inbound calls. ​

You can also use the following methods to contact key staff:

Year 8
Head of Year - Ms K Hodge

t: 01207 292180
 e: K.Hodge@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Mrs A Graham

t: 07780 431895
e: A.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 10
Head of Year - Mr J Lee

t: 01207 292180
 e: J.Lee@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms E Hanlon

t: 07535 536293
e: E.Hanlon@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 9
Head of Year - Mr A Short

t: 01207 292180
 e: A.Short@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms H Wynne

t: 07780 431905
e: H.Wynne@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 7
Head of Year - Ms T Haynes

t: 01207 292180
 e: T.Haynes@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Mr S Findlay
t: 07780 431903

e: S.FIndlay@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 11
Head of Year - Ms S Graham

t: 01207 292180
e: S.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Ms K Smith
t: 07780 431891

e: K.Smith@ndacademy.co.uk 


