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THE Year 7 7.1 98.18%

Year 8 8.7 96.25%

Year 9 9.1 100%

Year 10 10.2 97.89%

Year 11 11.6 99.57%
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SLT message from...
Mr Danks - Deputy Headteacher

Thank you to everyone who attended our Revision Fest — your support is truly appreciated. For our Year 11 students, the time to start is
now. With exams on the horizon, it’s vital that every day counts. That means excellent attendance, punctuality, and consistently
positive behaviour in lessons and around school. Students should be reviewing their notes, completing homework, attending
intervention sessions, and making use of all available revision resources. Parents and carers play a key role in helping to build strong
routines at home and keeping students focused and motivated. Together, we can make sure every student is confident, prepared,
and ready to succeed. A huge thank you also to our Year 7 students and their families for attending our Meet the Tutor event. It was a
pleasure to welcome you, and we’re delighted with how brilliantly Year 7 have settled into life at secondary school. Their own Revision
Fest will be just around the corner — and we look forward to supporting them every step of the way.
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Year 7-11 Flu immunisations

Best tutor attendance this week

This week’s Big Question: How have Black leaders and
pioneers shaped the world we live in today? sparked
powerful conversations across the school. During
tutor time and assemblies led by Miss Unwin, students
explored the lasting impact of influential figures in
politics, science, arts, and social justice. From
trailblazers like Rosa Parks and Nelson Mandela to
innovators in technology and culture, pupils reflected
on how these leaders have challenged inequality,
inspired change, and helped shape a more inclusive
world. The discussions encouraged thoughtful
dialogue and celebrated the importance of
representation, resilience, and legacy.

How have Black
leaders and pioneers
shaped the world we
live in today?



On Thursday we welcomed Year 9 students with their
parents and carers to our options evening. The
evening was very well attended, with students and
their families taking the opportunity to discuss the Key
Stage 4 courses we offer in more detail with subject
specialists. 
We also had local post-16
providers attend to discuss
next steps with our Year 9
students and offer advice. All of
this meant that the students
could make informed decisions
around the subjects they wish
to study with us in Year 10 and
11. Thank you to all those who
attended.

Res
ilient

Year 7: Ruby leigh B
Rubyleigh received the Head of Year award this week for her exceptional
approach to her students. She gained a large number of positives on
classcharts, a huge gain from previous weeks - keep up the good work! 

Year Team Awards 

Re
spectful

Year 8: Darcy H
Darcy is an outstanding role model for the year team. She is hardworking,
conscientious and has achieved a phenomenal amount of positives since
her return. Keep it up

Year 9: Shay A
Representing the Y9 football team and always turning up and giving 100%
effort. Shay has also performed well in lessons, achieving one of the
highest number of positives in the year group! Well done Shay. 

Year 10: Nikolay C
Week after week Nikolay represents all that we strive for in our students.
Great attendance, positive attitude and fantastic contribution in lessons.
NIkolay is polite and an absolute pleasure to have in school. Well done
Nikolay! 

Year 11: Archie P
We’re incredibly proud to celebrate Archie this week for his outstanding
commitment to learning. Archie has been working hard in all of his lessons
and consistently takes an active part in class discussions and activities.
Even when feeling under the weather, Archie has shown remarkable
determination by pushing through and staying engaged in school.

Great work from Y9 this week increasing their
praise by 3000 points! Y7 still our weekly winners
though. Can anyone take their crown?

Y7 - 20861
Y8 - 13489
Y9 - 16049
Y10 - 7565
Y11 - 6889

Superb work from Matthew H, Ryan D, Jay W, Faye
S, Ethan P and Ella-Mae C who have been our top
students for praise points this week. Keep up the
amazing work. 

Praise @ NDA

Attendance matters
We will often message or write to families
regarding their child's school attendance

to keep them in the loop. Often this is
simply to let you know how much learning
has been missed and what may need to
be caught up on. Often a percentage is
difficult to judge so we have set up this

table to help families understand what a
certain percent looks like in terms of lost

learning time. 



SLT Value Awards
Mr Gray: Matthew H (Year 9)
Matthew has strived to attend school and focus on his
learning both last academic year and this year. He is one of
our top achieving students for praise showing his
determination and resilience to do well. 

Mr White: Jaden K (Year 10)
Amazing work from Jaden on improving her punctuality
this year. Keep up the good work. 

Mr Dawson: Penny D (Year 7)
I visited Penny’s class during a learning walk and was
blown away by the quality of her work. Her sketching
and creativity were superb.

Mrs Middleton: Misha P (Year 9)
Beautiful manners and always greeting staff with a
‘good morning’. Pleasure to have you as part of our
school Misha!

Mrs Ogden: Erin L (Year 8)
Erin was a shining example of the NDA team at Open
Evening last week. She supported the Performing Arts
department and provided an insight into the school
for future students.

Mrs. Brierley: Jack W (Year 11 )
He has been highly focused in science this year,
working hard and taking his studies seriously, showing
real maturity in his approach

Mr Danks: William D (Year )
William has made an incredible start to the academic
year. He has achieved a vast amount of positive points
from across a range of lessons and is extremely grateful
when given feedback in lessons.



Day Clubs and room

Monday
Board Games Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Darts Club – 084 – Mr Dawson
Debate Club – Library – Miss Hood / Miss Harrison

Performing Arts Club – Theatre – Mrs Dreyer

Tuesday

Choir Club – 052 – Mrs Dreyer
Colouring For Calm: Mindfulness Club – Library – Miss

Harrison / Miss Hood 
Dungeons & Dragons Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Netball Club – Mrs McAree – Sports Hall

Wednesday
Book Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Dance Club – 040 – Mrs Dreyer
FBM Club – 344 – Mrs Graham

LGBTQ+ Club – Library – Mrs Menear / Miss Laidler

Thursday Year 9 Football Club – Sports Hall – Mr Short / Mr Wellburn

Attending after-school
enrichment clubs like Darts Club

and Netball Club offers students a
fantastic opportunity to develop
both physical and mental skills in

a fun, supportive environment.
Darts helps improve focus,

precision, and strategic thinking,
while netball builds teamwork,

coordination, and fitness. These
clubs also provide a great way to

make new friends, boost
confidence, and unwind after the

school day. Whether you're
aiming for the bullseye or scoring
goals on the court, both activities

encourage personal growth and a
strong sense of community.

Enrichment

Spotlight on Safeguarding
This month’s spotlight on safeguarding newsletter contains

information on CCE and vaping. Check your Arbor and
email inbox for the full details. Should you require any

further information please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs
Menear or Miss Hood on the following email

d.menear@ndacademy.co.uk or l.hood@ndacademy.co.uk

mailto:d.menear@ndacademy.co.uk
mailto:l.hood@ndacademy.co.uk


Key Contacts at North Durham Academy​
Our phone lines are often busy with inbound calls. ​

You can also use the following methods to contact key staff:

Year 8
Head of Year - Ms K Hodge

t: 01207 292180
 e: K.Hodge@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Mrs A Graham

t: 07780 431895
e: A.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 10
Head of Year - Mr J Lee

t: 01207 292180
 e: J.Lee@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms E Hanlon

t: 07535 536293
e: E.Hanlon@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 9
Head of Year - Mr A Short

t: 01207 292180
 e: A.Short@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms H Wynne

t: 07780 431905
e: H.Wynne@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 7
Head of Year - Ms T Haynes

t: 01207 292180
 e: T.Haynes@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Mr S Findlay
t: 07780 431903

e: S.FIndlay@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 11
Head of Year - Ms S Graham

t: 01207 292180
e: S.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Ms K Smith
t: 07780 431891

e: K.Smith@ndacademy.co.uk 


