
big question
THE Year 7 7.4 100%

Year 8 8.8 95.83%

Year 9 9.7 96.01%

Year 10 10.2 100%

Year 11 11.7 96.97%
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SLT message from...
Mrs Ogden - Assistant Headteacher
We’re thrilled to report a very positive start to the new academic year here at North Durham Academy. Students have
returned with a fantastic attitude—ready to learn, respectful, and full of enthusiasm. It’s been especially heartening to
see our new Year 7 students settling in so confidently and embracing academy life.
Staff have created a calm, purposeful environment where students feel supported and motivated to succeed. 
The sense of community and shared ambition is already shining through, setting the tone for a successful year ahead.
Thank you to everyone—students, staff, and families—for helping to make the start of term so smooth and uplifting.
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Thursday 2nd October 4.00pm-6.00pm
Year 11 RevisionFest
Year 7 Meet the Tutor

Best tutor attendance this week

Attendance
Achieving 97% attendance in school offers powerful academic and personal benefits, backed by compelling statistics. At
secondary level, students who missed 10 more days than their peers were far less likely to achieve a grade 9–4 in English and
Maths, while those with better attendance consistently reached grade 9–5 or higher. Regular attendance also supports social
development, confidence, and long-term success. Educational research confirms that students with high attendance
outperform their peers in assessments, classroom performance, and future educational attainment. Maintaining 97%
attendance—equivalent to no more than 6 days off per year—helps students stay engaged, build strong learning habits, and
access the full range of school support and opportunities.

This week, students across the school explored the
fascinating Big Question: Where did language
come from?—a perfect theme to coincide with our
celebration of International Languages Day.
Alongside a thought-provoking assembly, tutor
groups engaged in lively discussions about the
origins and evolution of human communication.
The day was brought to life with a range of exciting
competitions celebrating world languages, and a
bespoke themed lunch menu that gave everyone
a taste of global culture. It was a vibrant and
enriching experience that highlighted the power of
language to connect us all.

Where did
Language come
from?



On Thursday we welcomed Year 9 students with their
parents and carers to our options evening. The
evening was very well attended, with students and
their families taking the opportunity to discuss the Key
Stage 4 courses we offer in more detail with subject
specialists. 
We also had local post-16
providers attend to discuss
next steps with our Year 9
students and offer advice. All of
this meant that the students
could make informed decisions
around the subjects they wish
to study with us in Year 10 and
11. Thank you to all those who
attended.

Resilient

Year 7: Bailey M
Bailey has demonstrated impressive ambition since joining NDA. Last
week, he achieved the highest number of positives in Year 7, and he is a
genuinely pleasant young man to engage with. Additionally, he has
maintained his 100% attendance. Keep up the excellent work, Bailey. 

DEAR lesson

Year Team Awards Year 9 Options Evening

DEAR has changed this year and students will be
completing reading in tutor time with their tutors. Each
class now has a set of books that they will read together.
Each week we will share one of the books students will be
reading.

‘My Sister lives on the Mantlepiece’ by Annabel Pitcher

•It is narrated by Jamie, a 10-year-old coping with his
sister’s death in a terrorist attack.

•It explores family breakdown and resilience formed
through friendship.

•It includes topics of a challenging nature: grief, parental
neglect, alcoholism, islamophobia and bullying.

Respectful

Year 8: Layla P & Maisey J
Layla and Maisey are outstanding role models in Year 8, with great
attendance and many many positive points. They also work collaboratively
during Tutor to ensure all members of their tutor group are equipped for the
day and ready to learn. This week a new student joined thier tutor group
and the students went above and beyond to make her feel comfortable -
even taking her on a tour of the school. Such fantastic younf people. Keep it
up!

Year 9: Freya C
Freya has made a fantastic start to Year 9. She is always respectful to staff
and displays a mature attitude to learning.

Year 10: Ryan Paul P
Ryan has suceeded in displaying all trust values this week. Volunteered to
referee Year 7 football matchs after school, represented the Year 10
football team, Top 10 positives in the year group and 100% attendance. Well
done Ryan! What a week!

Year 11: Macey O
Macey has had an outstanding week, achieving over 100 merit points for
her consistent effort in lessons and her commitment to completing work
to the best of her ability. She takes an active role in class discussions, is
always ready to learn, and demonstrates a positive attitude toward her
education. Macey is polite, respectful, and truly embodies the school’s
values, making her a role model for others.

Great work from Y7 this week collecting the most
praise points across the whole school for a second
week!  Well done to Y9 & Y10 as well who achieved
+1000 points on last weeks total.

Y7 - 20257
Y8 - 12793
Y9 - 12291
Y10 - 7723
Y11 - 8335

Superb work from Damien F,  Ruby leigh B, Joey P,
Ethan S, Rosie H and Hannah G who have been our
top students for praise points this week. Keep up
the amazing work. 

Praise @ NDA



SLT Value Awards
Mr Gray: Our Fabulous open evening students
The students who acted as our student ambassadors for
open evening and the Canteam event did us all proud.
Polite, engaging and going the extra mile to show what a
great place NDA is.

Mr White: Max T-B (Year 9)
Max is an extremely polite student. He always greets me
on the corridors and has a very positive attitude around
the academy.

Mr Dawson: Skye H (Year 8)
Skye is a shining example of respect in Year 8. Her calm,
kind, and considerate attitude makes a real difference
every day. Well done, Skye!

Mrs Middleton: Emily S (Year 8)
Always trying to be kind and helpful to both staff and
students around the school. Emily has demonstrated
respect and kindness over the whole of this half term.
Well done Emily.

Mrs Ogden: Mayson D (Year 7)
Mayson has made an amazing start to his learning
journey at NDA. He is making great progress in all
areas of the curriculum and is striving to improve
every single day.

Mrs. Brierley: Leighton W (Year 8 )
Leighton has been an asset to the school during our
Canteam events. Its amazing to see how much he has
grown in confidence. 

Mr Danks: Matthew D (Year 9)
Matthew has returned in Y9 with a new found drive. His
class work has improved significantly and he is showing
greater levels of maturity across the building.



Day Clubs and room

Monday
Board Games Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Darts Club – 084 – Mr Dawson
Debate Club – Library – Miss Hood / Miss Harrison

Performing Arts Club – Theatre – Mrs Dreyer

Tuesday

Choir Club – 052 – Mrs Dreyer
Colouring For Calm: Mindfulness Club – Library – Miss

Harrison / Miss Hood 
Dungeons & Dragons Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Netball Club – Mrs McAree – Sports Hall

Wednesday
Book Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Dance Club – 040 – Mrs Dreyer
FBM Club – 344 – Mrs Graham

LGBTQ+ Club – Library – Mrs Menear / Miss Laidler

Thursday Year 9 Football Club – Sports Hall – Mr Short / Mr Wellburn

Enrichment

This term’s enrichment club offer is
now in full swing, with a fantastic

range of activities available to
students across all year groups.

From darts and football to creative
writing, STEM challenges, and more,
there’s something for everyone to

get involved in. These clubs provide
a brilliant opportunity to develop

new skills, make friends, and enjoy
learning beyond the classroom. We
strongly encourage all students to

take part—whether you're trying
something new or building on a

passion, enrichment is a great way
to grow, connect, and have fun.

Come on NDA!
Sports fixtures have started this
week and Mr Bolam and the PE
team are incredibly proud of the
students who have represented
the school so far.

A special mention goes to the
below Y10 students who gave up
their own time to officiate the
year 7 games receiving fantastic
praise from visiting schools. 
Olly W
Aidan R 
Max W 
Layla W 
Ryan P 
Logan P 
Jack P 

Keep up the good work!







Key Contacts at North Durham Academy​
Our phone lines are often busy with inbound calls. ​

You can also use the following methods to contact key staff:

Year 8
Head of Year - Ms K Hodge

t: 01207 292180
 e: K.Hodge@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Mrs A Graham

t: 07780 431895
e: A.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 10
Head of Year - Mr J Lee

t: 01207 292180
 e: J.Lee@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms E Hanlon

t: 07535 536293
e: E.Hanlon@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 9
Head of Year - Mr A Short

t: 01207 292180
 e: A.Short@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms H Wynne

t: 07780 431905
e: H.Wynne@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 7
Head of Year - Ms T Haynes

t: 01207 292180
 e: T.Haynes@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Mr S Findlay
t: 07780 431903

e: S.FIndlay@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 11
Head of Year - Ms S Graham

t: 01207 292180
e: S.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Ms K Smith
t: 07780 431891

e: K.Smith@ndacademy.co.uk 


