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THE Year 7 7.4 97%

Year 8 8.8 96.0%

Year 9 9.1 96.88%

Year 10 10.4 89.13%

Year 11 11.6 98.96%
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SLT message from...
Mr Danks  - Deputy Headteacher
Well done to all our Year 11 pupils!
You have shown fantastic effort and resilience throughout the last two weeks of mock examinations, and we are
incredibly proud of the commitment you’ve demonstrated. These mocks are an important step in your journey,
they help you understand the exam process, highlight areas to improve, and build confidence for the real thing.
We would also like to say a huge thank you to parents and carers for your support during this period. Whether it’s
helping with revision, offering encouragement, or keeping routines on track, your role has been invaluable. The
skills and experience gained from these mocks will not only prepare students for their final exams but also develop
qualities like time management and perseverance that will benefit them well beyond school.
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Best tutor attendance this week

This week, Miss Mayhew delivered an informative
assembly centred on the big question: “What can the
Earth tell us about the past?” Students explored how the
natural world provides clues to history through fossils,
rock formations, climate records, and even the
landscapes around us.

 This thought-provoking theme was then carried
forward into the Tutor Programme, where pupils
engaged in lively discussions and debates. They
considered how scientists use evidence from the Earth
to understand ancient life, past climates, and the
evolution of our planet, while also reflecting on the
importance of protecting these records for future
generations.

 The assembly and follow-up sessions encouraged
students to think critically, ask questions, and
appreciate the powerful stories the Earth can reveal.

What can the Earth tell
us about the past?



On Thursday we welcomed Year 9 students with their
parents and carers to our options evening. The
evening was very well attended, with students and
their families taking the opportunity to discuss the Key
Stage 4 courses we offer in more detail with subject
specialists. 
We also had local post-16
providers attend to discuss
next steps with our Year 9
students and offer advice. All of
this meant that the students
could make informed decisions
around the subjects they wish
to study with us in Year 10 and
11. Thank you to all those who
attended.

Res
ilient

Year Team Awards 

Re
spectful

They’ve only gone and done it! After weeks of being
so close, Y8 have eventually knocked Y7 off the top
spot! Great effort Y8. 

Y7 - 15666
Y8 - 16159
Y9 - 12878
Y10 - 6733
Y11 - 1746 (don’t worry Y11 praise galore coming
your way after mocks)

Superb work from Kieran C, Jordan D, Evelyn W-R,
Rosie H, Layla J and Leighton W who have been our
top students for praise points this week. Keep up
the amazing work. 

Praise @ NDA

Year 9: Imogen H
Imogen always gives 100% in every single lesson. She is hardworking,
ambitious, and resilient. Imogen always reflects on her learning and makes
a real effort to improve every day.

 

Year 10: Aiden W
Aidan is making outstanding progress in lesson and has displayed
complete dedication to his attendance in school this year. Well done Aidan! 

Year 11: Ellie M
Ellie has had an excellent week and is showing great determination as she
completes her mock exams. She has been attending extra interventions
and continues to receive praise, particularly in maths. Her hard work and
focus are really paying off—keep it up, Ellie!

Personal Development @
NDA

Last week, all students across
the academy took part in an

interactive session delivered by
Small Steps. Set up in 2015,

Small Steps seek to educate
people about what ERW

extremism is, how involvement
harms those involved, their

families and the wider
community and what can be
done to reduce extremism. 

Year 8: Darcey G
Darcey is an outstanding student, she Is hardworking, conscientious and
always gives 100%. She is also extremely polite and well mannered and a
pleasure to have in the Year group.

Year 7: Ava F
Ava is an exceptional young girl who has transitioned from primary school
seamlessly, always wearing a smile. She also boasts an impeccable
behaviour record and outstanding attendance. Keep up the excellent work,
Ava.



SLT Value Awards
Mr White: Matthew H (Year 8 )
Matthew has the most positive points in the whole
Academy so far this academic year. This is a testament
to Matthew's effort in lessons and the respect he shows to
staff and his peers.

Mr Dawson: Archie W  (Year 9 )
Archie has shown fantastic resilience in learning and
perfecting a brilliant magic trick, practising it patiently
and refusing to give up until he’d mastered it. He then
thoroughly entertained me with his performance
during lunch duty, showing confidence, creativity and
real showmanship. A superb effort – well done, Archie!

Mrs Middleton: Rosie H (Year 7)
Persistently in the top group of praise points students
in this newsletter every week. This shows a superb
attitude to learning and academy life. Well done Rosie

Mrs. Brierley: Natalia S (Year 11 )
She has been working really hard in her mocks, and her
effort has clearly paid off , her grades have improved
significantly. It’s been lovely to see her confidence grow,
and she should be really proud of herself.

Mr Danks: Eva D (Year 11)
Through the recent mock examination period Eva has
worked extremely hard, her attendance s exemplary and
she is putting herself in a great position for future success.

   



Day Clubs and room

Monday
Board Games Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Darts Club – 084 – Mr Dawson
Debate Club – Library – Miss Hood / Miss Harrison

Performing Arts Club – Theatre – Mrs Dreyer

Tuesday

Choir Club – 052 – Mrs Dreyer
Colouring For Calm: Mindfulness Club – Library – Miss

Harrison / Miss Hood 
Dungeons & Dragons Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Netball Club – Mrs McAree – Sports Hall

Wednesday
Book Club – Library – Mrs Thompson

Dance Club – 040 – Mrs Dreyer
FBM Club – 344 – Mrs Graham

LGBTQ+ Club – Library – Mrs Menear / Miss Laidler

Thursday Year 9 Football Club – Sports Hall – Mr Short / Mr Wellburn

Our after-school clubs continue to be a
fantastic way for students to explore

their interests, build new skills, and
connect with friends. From sports and

music to drama and STEM, there’s
something for everyone to get involved

in.

 We’re also excited to share that
preparations are underway for several
upcoming shows and performances.

These events will showcase the
incredible talent and creativity of our

students, and we encourage families to
keep an eye out for further details in the
coming weeks. Dates, ticket information,

and highlights will be shared soon, so
stay tuned!

 Thank you for supporting our
enrichment programme; we can’t wait to
see our students shine both in clubs and

on stage.

Enrichment

EXTRA CURICULAR
P.E‌



Questionnaire for parents
Dear Parents and Carers,

As part of our ongoing commitment to keeping all children
safe, we kindly ask you to complete a short safeguarding
questionnaire.
Your feedback helps us ensure that safeguarding is of a high
priority here at North Durham Academy. 
Thank you very much for your time and support.

North Durham Academy

https://forms.office.com/e/8FJp2zhTts

Our CanTeam students and Mr Powley
held a Muchos Mexican night on

Wednesday serving Nachos, chilli and live
Music. As usual our family quiz was lead

by students and some karaoke even
broke out. Keep your eyes peeled for our
festive CanTeam event and make sure

you book your place. 





Key Contacts at North Durham Academy​
Our phone lines are often busy with inbound calls. ​

You can also use the following methods to contact key staff:

Year 8
Head of Year - Ms K Hodge

t: 01207 292180
 e: K.Hodge@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Mrs A Graham

t: 07780 431895
e: A.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 10
Head of Year - Mr J Lee

t: 01207 292180
 e: J.Lee@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms E Hanlon

t: 07535 536293
e: E.Hanlon@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 9
Head of Year - Mr A Short

t: 01207 292180
 e: A.Short@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms H Wynne

t: 07780 431905
e: H.Wynne@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 7
Head of Year - Ms T Haynes

t: 01207 292180
 e: T.Haynes@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Mr S Findlay
t: 07780 431903

e: S.FIndlay@ndacademy.co.uk 

Year 11
Head of Year - Ms S Graham

t: 01207 292180
e: S.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Manager - Ms K Smith
t: 07780 431891

e: K.Smith@ndacademy.co.uk 


