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Boo-st the praise week

SLT message from...
Mrs Brierly - Deputy Headteacher

I am incredibly proud of the fantastic improvement we've seen in homework completion across the school this term. It's been
wonderful to see so many students taking real ownership of their learning and showing great commitment to their “Learning to
Learn” tasks. Your effort, focus, and determination are really shining through — well done, everyone.
Homework plays a vital role in helping students develop strong independent learning habits. It also acts as a valuable form of
revision, giving students regular opportunities to review and reinforce what they have learned in lessons. Our “Learning to Learn” tasks
encourage students to reflect on what they don't yet know through the metacognitive approach — turning to their Knowledge
Organiser and adding in what they had forgotten using a different colour. This powerful process helps them identify gaps in
understanding and strengthens their long-term memory.
To celebrate these efforts, we are running a Homework Competition. Prizes will be awarded next week for:

¢ Best Pieces of Homework — recognising creativity, effort, and quality of work.

e Consistent Homework Completion — celebrating students who have shown dedication by completing all their homework on time.

keep up the brilliant work — your commitment and curiosity are building the foundations for lifelong learning. | can’t wait to see even
more fantastic homework being handed in.
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Year Team Awards

Year 7: Hayden O

AHayden exemplifies the qualities we aspire for our students to embody. He
is a courteous young man who dedicates himself fully to all his endeavors
and maintains a perfect attendance record. Additionally, Hayden has
represented the Year 7 football team with distinction on several occasions.
Keep up the excellent work, Hayden.

Year 8: Sophie F

Sophie has completed some outstanding homework since returning in Year
8. She is dedicated to ensuring she consolidates her learning outside of the
classroom. Well done Sophie - keep it up

Year 9: Lily E

Outstanding work ethic in lessons and wanting to succeed!

Year 10: Cody B-R

Cody has great attendance and fantastic engagement in lesson. We are
proud to see this commitment from Cody. Well done Cody - keep it up!

Year 11: Dillon J

Dillon has made a fantastic return to Year 11, showing real dedication to his
studies. His attendance has improved by an impressive 8.9%, reflecting his
commitment to making the most of his final school year. Dillon is working
to the best of his ability across all subjects and has received high praise in
English for his enthusiastic engagement and collaborative spirit. His hard
work and positive attitude are shining through in every lesson, and we're
incredibly proud of his progress. Keep it up, Dillon!
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Whilst Y7 keep their crown what an effort from Y11
on nearly doubling their weekly praise average.
Let’s see if they can make it to the top next week!

Y7 - 19261
Y8 - 13058
Y9 - 15827
Y10 - 7200
Y1 - 10241

Superb work from Matthew H, Brooke G, Bethan C,
Ethan P, Gracey S and Rosie H who have been our
top students for praise points this week. Keep up
the amazing work.




SAFEGUARDING
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Meet the
Safeguarding
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don’t hesitate to
contact us should
you have a
safeguarding

concern.

SLT Value Awards

Mr Gray: Leighton W (Year 8)

Engaging well in all lessons and activities outside of the
classroom. Leighton has thoroughly thrown himself into life
at NDA and always represents the school well.

Mr Danks: Ben B, Josh W (Year 11)

Both students have worked incredibly hard when
completing their practical training programmes in Sport
and constantly push each other to achieve further goals,
great teamwork!

Mr White: Amelia P (Year 8)

Amelia's effort within lessons is fantastic. She takes pride
in the presentation of her work and her verbal and written
responses in lessons are high quality.

Mrs. Brierley: Emily C (Year 11)

Emily is a hardworking and highly motivated Year 11
student who consistently demonstrates dedication to her
studies. She has taken great pride in preparing thoroughly
for her tests, creating excellent revision flashcards and
using them effectively to consolidate her understanding.
Her effort, organisation, and positive attitude towards
learning are impressive, and she should be extremely
proud of the progress she has made.
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Mr Dawson: Ella M (Year 11)

Ella has shown a strong sense of responsibility and
drive throughout Year 11. Her preparation for
assessments has been thorough, and she consistently
puts in the time and effort needed to deepen her
understanding of the material. She stays well-
organised and brings a positive, focused attitude to her
learning. The progress she’s made is a clear reflection
of her commitment.

Mrs Middleton: Gracey S (Year 9)
Amazing work in Music on her horror filmm composition.
Helping others, sharing her work and great focus.

Mrs Ogden: Matthew C (Year 8)

Matthew has had an amazing half term and he has
made great strides in his learning journey at NDA. I'm
so proud of how well he is doing. Keep up the great
work Matthew!




FREE Drop-In Sessions for Families with Neurodiverse Children

Do you have a neurodiverse child in your family?
Durham SENDIASS is offering free drop-in sessions across the county to support families—
no diagnosis needed!
Meet professionals, charities & other families
& Get advice on education, health & care
? Find your nearest session: www.durhamsendiass.info/dropinsessions
Let’s celebrate and support neurodiversity together! # #SENDIASS #Neurodiversity
#DurhamFamilies

Online Safety advice for Al - BBC Bitesize Guide
The BBC Bitesize Guide to Al is here. The team wanted to do something special; to help young people not
only understand what Al is, but also think critically about how it affects their lives and futures. The result
is a thoughtful, creative, and responsible series of short films that make Al approachable without losing
its complexity.
Across the seven episodes, each follows a clear and consistent structure. Every story starts with a
relatable question, explores the concept through engaging examples, and finishes with practical, ethical
advice learners can act on.
Here's the full series:

1.How to use Al tools to create art

2.How do | trust my social feed?

3.How to use Al for revision w w w

4.1s Al bad for the environment?

5.How could Al support my wellbeing?

6.How to use Al to generate pictures

7.How to use Al to style an outfit
Everything is free and the link is HERE

Enrichment

Clubs and room

Board Games Club - Library — Mrs Thompson
Darts Club - 084 — Mr Dawson
Debate Club - Library — Miss Hood / Miss Harrison
Performing Arts Club — Theatre — Mrs Dreyer

Choir Club - 052 — Mrs Dreyer

Colouring For Calm: Mindfulness Club - Library — Miss
Harrison / Miss Hood

Dungeons & Dragons Club — Library — Mrs Thompson

Netball Club — Mrs McAree — Sports Hall

Book Club — Library — Mrs Thompson
Dance Club - 040 — Mrs Dreyer
FBM Club — 344 — Mrs Graham

LGBTQ+ Club - Library — Mrs Menear [ Miss Laidler

Year 9 Football Club - Sports Hall — Mr Short / Mr Wellburn



http://www.durhamsendiass.info/dropinsessions
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=18002b30d6&e=334020d6a1

Make sure you are in for our first praise week ¢

Smashed - Alcohol Education

Our fabulous year 7's took part in a smashed live interactive session on
Wednesday afternoon. The hour-long event for students began with a
theatrical performance charting the lives of three teenagers and their

experiences with alcohol. This is followed immediately by an interactive

workshop exploring:

* The social and emotional causes of underage drinking

« Its impact on young lives

« Social influence and decision-making

« Where and how to help yourself and others.



‘It is Our Time’

Year 11 performing arts
students will be sharing their
work in a performance on
Thursday 23 October at 4pm
in the main theatre. The event
will feature dramatic
performances from plays
such as Blood Brothers, DNA
and Girls Like That as well as
dances choreographed by our
own students exploring the
themes of war, feminism and
cyber bullying.

L 11 PERFORMING ARTS

A short series of performances based on the theme of
‘it is our time'.

Entrance is free of charge and
THURSDAY 23RD 0CTOBER, the show is expected to last
2025 an hour.

THE THEATRE ~ NORTH DURHAM ACADEMY
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Across each night this week students
have been competing in our Junior
Masterchef house competition.
Students from all year groups have
been cooking up a storm in a bid to
impress Mr Danks, Mr White and Mr
Gray with their culinary skills. All
students cooked a main course and
a pudding to be sampled and
judged. The atmosphere was
amazing in the food room and keep
your eyes peeled for the winners in
next weeks Newsletter.




Key Contacts at North Durham Academy

Our phone lines are often busy with inbound calls.
You can also use the following methods to contact key staff:

Year 7
Head of Year - Ms T Haynes
t: 01207 292180
e: THaynes@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Mr S Findlay
t: 07780 431903
e: S.Findlay@ndacademy.co.uk

Year 8
Head of Year - Ms K Hodge
t: 01207 292180
e: KHodge@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Mrs A Graham
t: 07780 431895
e: A.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk

Year 9
Head of Year - Mr A Short
t: 01207 292180
e: AShort@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms H Wynne
t: 07780 431905
e: HWynne@ndacademy.co.uk

Year10
Head of Year - Mr J Lee
t: 01207 292180
e: J.Lee@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms E Hanlon
t: 07535 536293
e: E.Hanlon@ndacademy.co.uk

Year Tl
Head of Year - Ms S Graham
t: 01207 292180
e: S.Graham@ndacademy.co.uk
Year Manager - Ms K Smith
t: 07780 431891
e: KSmith@ndacademy.co.uk




